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Abstract
Life is made of biological cells. Those biological cells are made of chemical compounds. Those chemical 
compounds are molecules of atoms. Those atoms define the elements. Those elements are from…? 
When Mendelev wrote down the periodic table for the first time, there was no further consideration as to 
the building blocks of the elements themselves.

This talk will introduce the work that informs the creation of the elements: how they come about and, 
more importantly, where. Both nuclear physics and astrophysics play a part. I will introduce the central 
and crucial contributions nuclear physics has played in this research, and its connection to astrophysics. 
Not only will I discuss the research itself in this area but also the scientists since Mendelev who have 
contributed to this understanding.
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